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DVB-T in Germany – the second 
setup phase is in full swing

Digital terrestrial TV in Germany 

– there’s no turning back now. In 

a concerted effort, a new chapter 

in terrestrial DVB transmission is 

being written. Network operators, 

media companies, program providers, 

politicians, suppliers and, last but not 

least, consumers are making DVB-T a 

full success. The evolution of DVB-T 

in Germany proves that new trans-

mission methods can be successfully 

introduced, provided the political envi-

ronment is favourable, i.e. the transi-

tion periods must be clearly defined 

and predictable. As a leading supplier 

of DVB-T transmission and T&M 

equipment, Rohde & Schwarz is right 

at the forefront.

Right on time

Following the successful expansion of 
the DVB-T network in Germany’s cap-
ital Berlin (a project equipped exclu-
sively with Rohde & Schwarz transmit-
ters, see [*]), the next phase is now 
underway. Since 24 May 2004, up to 
20 TV programs on five channels can 
be received in the Cologne / Bonn area, 
and up to 16 TV programs on four chan-
nels each in Hanover / Braunschweig 
and Bremen / Unterweser. In November 
2004, additional channels will start oper-
ation; the areas to be covered include 
the Düsseldorf area / Ruhr district, Ham-
burg, Lübeck, Kiel and the Rhine-Main 
area. The final expansion of this phase 
in these areas, with up to 24 programs, 
is scheduled for April 2005. 

The launch date for DVB-T in Bavaria 
is planned for 31 May 2005. In the 
course of 2005, the network will be fur-
ther expanded in the reception areas 
of Rostock / Schwerin, Kassel, Erfurt /
Weimar, Halle / Leipzig, Ludwigshafen /
Mannheim as well as Stuttgart. 

Success is no accident

Rohde & Schwarz is the leading supplier 
of DVB-T transmitters. For the DVB-T 
expansion in Germany, single transmit-
ters with exciter standby, N+1 standby 
systems and specially designed con-
tainer solutions with minimum space 
requirements, where a dual transmitter 
can be accommodated in one rack, are 
used (FIG). 

Manfred Maiböker* from T-Systems comments on the partner-
ship with Rohde & Schwarz:

“Important reasons for choosing the DVB-T transmitters from Rohde & Schwarz 
included their straightforward design and ease of service as well as their compact 
and space-saving size since space can be very limited at some sites.

By meeting the very narrow time frame for implementing the project in the 
Cologne / Bonn area, Rohde & Schwarz has proven its expertise and performance: 
The date for the scheduled launch of the project, 24 May 2004, was met reliably 
and without any technical glitches.

We will continue the good and professional partnership with this company also 
in the Düsseldorf area / Ruhr district; together, we will successfully complete the 
entire project in North Rhine-Westphalia.”

✻ Manfred Maiböker is head of the project office at T-Systems in Cologne and 
is responsible for the DVB-T setup of the network operator T-Systems in North 
Rhine-Westphalia. T-Systems Media&Broadcast and WDR are the two DVB-T 
network operators in North Rhine-Westphalia.
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The reasons for selecting Rohde&Schwarz 
were obvious: the company’s adher-
ence to delivery deadlines, its complete 
product portfolio matching all neces-
sary requirements, its ability to handle 
large quantities for diverse requirement 
profiles, an excellent price/performance 
ratio plus a transmitter setup that is easy 
to maintain.

In Germany, roughly 180 DVB-T trans-
mitters of various power classes (100 W 
to 9.3 kW) were installed and put into 
operation in the transmitter networks 
of the existing stages. Rohde & Schwarz 
provides more than 70% of the products 
used in the networks of the two opera-
tors ARD and T-Systems.

The project was quite a challenge for 
Rohde & Schwarz because of the short 
delivery times for production, the punc-
tual delivery of the transmitter systems 
plus on-time installation, and all pro-
grams were simultaneously switched 

“on air”. Also in the future regions, i.e. 
Munich, Nuremberg, Leipzig, Schwerin /
Rostock and Stuttgart, where DVB-T 
and DVB-H expansion is progressing, 
Rohde & Schwarz will remain a reliable 
partner, offering high-end products at 
competitive prices and meeting demand-
ing schedules without delay. True to its 
motto “More than a supplier, always a 
partner”, Rohde & Schwarz was able to 
prove its outstanding performance. 

The comprehensive product portfolio of 
Rohde & Schwarz puts the company in a 
leading position for supplying not only 
transmitters, but also T&M and moni-
toring equipment. Numerous test and 
monitoring receivers as well as transport 
stream analyzers are used in this area. 

Volker Klose

More information about the seamless port-
folio of transmitters and T&M equipment 

for digital TV from Rohde&Schwarz at 
www.rohde-schwarz.com
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Setup of a turnkey lightweight cabinet with DVB-T transmitters of the R&S ® NV/NW7000 family for 
the Braunschweig site. Two transmitters each with exciter standby are accommodated in one rack to 
ensure optimum usage of space. In the cabinet, three racks were fitted with two transmitters each 
and one rack with one transmitter. Three separate cooling circuits supply the transmitters.
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